
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
SIERRA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 4:00 P.M. JULY 8, 2008 
 
PRESENT: 

Bob Larkin, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 

Jim Galloway, Commissioner 
David Humke, Commissioner 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
 

Amy Harvey, County Clerk 
Katy Singlaub, County Manager 
Melanie Foster, Legal Counsel 

Michael Greene, Fire Chief 
 
 
 The Board met in regular session at 4:29 p.m. in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada. The Board conducted the following business: 
 
08-46SF AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Approval of Agenda for July 8, 2008 Board of Directors 
Meeting.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 It was moved and seconded, which motion duly carried, and Chairman 
Larkin ordered that Agenda Item 2 be approved.  
 
08-47SF AGENDA ITEM 3 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Chief Report regarding volunteer training program, upcoming 
volunteer contract and upcoming projects and tasks.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 3 be approved.  
 
08-48SF AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and possible action to adopt separate agreements 
between the Sierra Fire Protection District and the Verdi, Washoe Valley, Cold 
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Springs, Peavine and Galena 501(c)(3) non-profit Volunteer Fire Departments 
(VFD) located within the district, outlining among other things the relationship and 
support responsibilities of the parties in connection with furnishing fire protection 
services within the district; and, if approved, authorization to the chairman to sign 
the agreements on behalf of the district.” 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene confirmed for Commissioner Galloway that the 
Sierra Fire Protection District had been operating without the volunteer agreements since 
the County assumed control of the District in 2006.  
 
 Commissioner Humke asked whether this agreement was similar to past 
agreements between the same entities and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District 
(TMFPD). Chief Greene replied that it had many of the same fundamental legal issues. 
He explained some of the differences had to do with support responsibilities, creating 
new roles for the volunteers, staffing levels and training requirements. He expected 
TMFPD would be bringing forth similar modifications to their agreements.  
 
 Commissioner Humke questioned whether there was an understanding of 
the Board’s consensus as to how career agencies should treat volunteer organizations. 
Chief Greene assured him that he understood.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 4 be approved, adopted and 
authorized.  
 
08-49SF AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and possible authorization for the Sr. Risk 
Management analyst to renew the Property and Liability Insurance Policy for the 
SFPD with the Nevada Public Agency Insurance Pool, effective July 1, 2008 for an 
annual premium of $69,195.20.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Weber, seconded by Commissioner Humke, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda item 5 be approved and 
authorized.  
 
08-50SF AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Recommendation to approve and execute a resolution directing 
notice to the Washoe County Debt Management Commission requesting 
consideration of the Sierra Fire Protection District’s proposal to issue bonds and 
levy a special elective tax.” 
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 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 6 be approved and executed. 
The Resolution for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
08-51SF AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Recommendation to approve the Sierra Fire Protection District 
2009-2013 Capital Improvement Program and Plan.” 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene pointed out the plan addressed facilities that 
would be needed, the upgrade of Station 38 on the Mount Rose Highway, and apparatus 
purchases that would be necessary over the long term. He indicated the plan would be 
presented to the Debt Management Commission.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 7 be approved. 
 
08-52SF AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Director’s/Managers Announcements, Requests for Information, 
Topics for Future Agendas and Statements Relating to Items Not on the Agenda. 
(No discussion among Commissioners will take place on this item.)” 
 
 Commissioner Galloway said he voted in favor of Agenda Item 5 because 
the premium was decreased from the previous year. He requested that the District shop 
around from year to year and that next year’s staff report include information about other 
alternatives.  
 
 Chairman Larkin confirmed with Fire Chief Michael Greene that the 
Board was now the Board of Fire Commissioners (rather than the Board of Directors) for 
the Sierra Fire Protection District because of its conversion under NRS 474.  
 
08-53SF AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Public comment and discussion thereon. The Sierra Fire 
Protection District Board of Directors welcomes courteous and respectful public 
comment and input. Due to the amount of business the District Board conducts, 
public comments is limited to 2 minutes per person.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
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 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
4:37 p.m. On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
  _____________________________ 
  ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman 
  Sierra Fire Protection District 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio Clerk, Sierra  
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By 
Lisa McNeill, Deputy County Clerk 
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